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Abstract. The fragmentary nature of international law
together with the pursue of vital national interests and along
with the conflicting international political blocks has already
minimized the effectiveness of law at the international level,
added complexities for the future of sustainable develop-
ment of the world countries and deepened the chain of
inequalities among the nations. These difficulties led inter-
national scholars to propose to review the very nature of
the current bureaucratic international law institutions and to
initiate the examination of the new legal field — internation-
al sustainable development law in order to stand against all
harmful challenges and with the purpose to draw the path
for the development of all legal areas. Although the norma-
tive basis of international sustainable development law is
mostly comprised of non-systemized “soft law” norms, we
have UN 2030 Agenda, New Delhi Principles and the ac-
tivity reports of the UN International Law Commission where
there are direct highlights about the role of media law,

rights of journalists, freedom of expression and information,
Internet freedom and access to the Internet. Yet, there are no
enough academic works on the importance of media law
regulations for the sustainable development goals and there
is a significant need to look to the international sustainable
development law from the angle of media law rules.
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legal coordination, information cycle, Internet law
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INTRODUCTION

The primary weaknesses of international law such as
decentralization of law-making procedure, collision of
national interests pursued by powerful countries, frag-
mentary nature of international law areas, lack of cer-
tainty and unclear system of obligations may be noticed
in every and each area of international legal mechanism.
The current state of international law is characterized by
scholars as a fragmentarylegal plane what is supported by
us as a logic conclusion of unpunished grave internation-
al law violations [6, p. 328]. Indeed, one may consider
that modern international has already lost its tradition-
al-historical perspectives and purposes. International
law of nowdays is much broader in meaning and scope
than it was in 20th century. This enlargement did not
only widen the subject matter of international law, but
also added lots of administrative, bureaucratic, financial
challenges undermining the bilief of developing coun-
tries and nations for future sustainable development. In
general, all legal spheres are now complex and its hard
to resolve on time any of legal violations what is against
the very cornerstone of sustainable development. Law
as a type of regulation of social relations should preserve
its primary functions such as accountability, regulation,
prevention, etc. We may claim that international law of
current period is not effective in neither the regulation of
international public relations nor in prevention or pun-
ishment of international law violations. Thus, we do need
a relatively new area of international law — the interna-
tional sustainable development law in order to mix and
combine all the traditional spheres of public and private
international law with the purpose to re-design their sub-
ject matters, methodology and interrelations.
International law on sustainable developmet cur-
rently has no a unified convention or treaty as its legal
source, but there are plenty of customary international
law norms as well as general principles along with the
case law and scholarly writing what may assist us for the
academic study. It is particularly interesting that there
are no many scientific works on the links of media law
with sustainable development programs, but almost all
international soft law documents on international sus-
tainable development law covers wide range of journal-
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istic activities. A very prominent one of them is the New
Delhi Principles of the International Law Association
[5]. In the light of the above-mentioned considerations,
the academic purpose of the current study is primarily
reflected by the multidisciplinary approaches to the links
between international sustainable development law and
media law. From the historical point of view, legal-con-
ceptual ideas about sustainable development law and me-
dia law had been heard long before the formation of UN
Agenda 2030. Nevertheless, putting development to the
sustainable path was a long-standing problem in front of
international law and interstate organization. Together
with the outcomes of the Rio Declaration and New Delhi
Principles, the UN 2030 Agenda later puts a demand to
define the roles of media actors, their obligations and du-
ties in the framework of international sustainable devel-
opment programs as well as leading concepts of Human
Rights-Based Approach. In this regard, the international
individual and collective right to development enshrined
within the 1986 UN Declaration on the Right to Devel-
opment also includes the standards of public awareness,
knowledge share, equality in the access to information
what makes us look to media law from a different angle.

MEDIA AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

It is without doubts that the media is extremely import-
ant to people’s daily lives. The most crucial instrument
for communication, which is available in a variety of
formats, is the mainstream media, which has been vital
in influencing public opinion and raising awareness of
sustainable development law. Advertising and media
agencies as well as mass media corporations use a range
of strategies to spread scientific knowledge among the
general public. Print, electronic, internet, radio, and a va-
riety of new media are mostly included. The role of media
for sustainable development can be examined from vari-
ous economic, social, political and even cultural aspects.
Communication that is introduced by media platforms
is vital for people to hear and to be heard what is the
cornerstone principle and pre-condition for good gover-
nance. In this respect, media actors implement their civil
society obligations while linking the state and non-state
actors with the ordinary people. With the help media
people raise their critical voices about their concerns,
problems while power-holders listen to them and try to
find resolvements [8, p. 4].

The majority of media consumed today is electronic
or digital (or at least, has a website or blog), which suc-
cessfully primes a group for message reinforcement and
the introduction of innovations. With the assistance of
governmental representatives, environmental activists,
scientists, business people, and broadcasters, mass media
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is rapidly and effectively spreading knowledge about the
SDGs and have jointly established the agenda for raising
awareness concerning today. It is without doubts that
sustainable development is crucial for achieving econom-
ic and social long-standing success. Taking into account
the role of free media’s importance in sustainable devel-
opment, the UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon noted
that the freedom of expression, independent media and
universal access to knowledge will strengthen the efforts
for people and the planet [7]. Over the past few decades,
the rapid advancements in communication technology
have made it more accessible to the masses. This, cou-
pled with increasing economic pressures, has led to sig-
nificant changes in the roles, operations, and practices of
new media and news professionals. The digital age has
witnessed numerous successful social campaigns in print
and visual media on a global scale. Audio-visual media
has played a major role in addressing sustainability issues
such as climate change, poverty, ecosystem, environ-
mental protection, inequality, education and economic
development, with a lot of governmental and non-gov-
ernmental support and initiatives. As mass media, elec-
tronic media has a huge appeal to the common person as
well. News, features, documentaries, and development
campaigns regarding SDGs are created in a way that gen-
erates interest in the minds of the viewers. In this regard,
some scholars propose a new type of media for sustain-
able development under the title “development media”
[1, p. 181]. The content is made contemporary to attract
people of all ages and classes and is successfully capable
of influencing people to take part in development pro-
grams.

The media has a clear role in promoting preventive
measures to reduce violations of child rights and eradi-
cate diseases through education and science, as well as
curative approaches such as counseling on daily health
and programs like on TV. Correctional approaches, such
as addressing the need for education and eliminating
poverty and hunger, are also important. The media can
also provide information about NGOs that are making a
positive impact on society. By taking efforts to promote
socio-economic, environmental, and cultural develop-
ment, the media can help to achieve the SDGs and raise
awareness about them. Scientific content, such as arti-
cles, films, shows, and advertisements, should be used
to create awareness and provide information about the
SDGs at the grassroots level. Effective popularization in
both print and audio-visual media requires a special kind
of discourse that not only simplifies messages but also
has its own characteristics, values, and difficulties. The
media’s role in achieving the SDGs through innovative
ideas and tricks that consider the positive receptivity of
the public is significant.
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SUSTAINABILITY AND MEDIA LAW
AS ELEMENTS OF INFORMATION LAW

The application of global ICT systems in the world has
brought about significant changes in the economic activ-
ity of states and international economic blocks. Current-
ly, these changes are not only evident in the economy,
but also in the realm of human rights and other aspects
of the SDGs. The importance of ICT in economic, social,
political, and other development programs was recog-
nized in 2010 under the UN Millennium Development
Goals. However, the impact of ICT on the SDGs and its
effects on the process are relatively new scientific and
practical challenges. Additionally, the relationship be-
tween human rights and the SDGs in terms of ICT has
not been thoroughly analyzed. The UN High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights has established a communica-
tion system between the SDGs and human rights, but it
does not adequately address the potential role of ICT in
integrating human rights and the relevant SDGs. In our
view, it is worth considering the potential issues that may
arise from implementing ICT in the SDGs and human
rights within the context of the right to information. This
the same right to information what is the cornerstone for
media law area. The relationship between the SDGs and
human rights is closely intertwined with other emerging
areas of law, such as criminal law, civil law, administrative
law, and the emerging field of information law. The ques-
tion of how the SDGs relates to the field of information
law and information rights can be answered based on
these concepts. We believe that the interaction between
the SDGs and the field of information law can begin
with the exchange of information. Logically, the estab-
lishment of the field of information law is linked to soci-
ety’s transition to the next stage of development, which
involves accelerating its progress. The legal regulation of
ICT, which is the main focus of information law, is also
a consequence of development in all spheres of society.
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and
the 2030 Agenda, in contrast, are the outcome of a com-
prehensive and integrated development process. This
process encompasses various aspects such as ICT, infor-
mation rights, and the 2030 Agenda, which collectively
contribute to the formation of an “information society”
and a “knowledge society”. The analogy of computer pro-
grams can effectively illustrate this form of interaction.
Matters like the legal framework for computer programs,
safeguarding personal information’s confidentiality and
security, and analyzing pertinent legal norms primarily
fall under the purview of information law.
Simultaneously, ensuring the proper and secure
utilization of these computer programs aligns with the
objectives of multiple entities, including the governmen-

tal organs, innovative approaches, effective technology
utilization, purposeful energy resource management,
enhanced food security, advancements in healthcare,
and more. Consequently, the field of information law
not only examines relevant human rights but also inves-
tigates the impact of ICT across both public and private
domains, along with its various applications. The criteria
for legally regulating ICT are duly considered during the
implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals.

It is important to consider that one of the objectives of
information law is to examine freedom of information as a
subjective entitlement. Additionally, certain Sustainable
Development Goals encompass aspects of freedom of in-
formation within the 2030 Goals. For instance, the 2030
Agenda strives to promote a healthy lifestyle and overall
well-being. Freedom of information encompasses the uti-
lization of digital technologies in healthcare, safeguarding
medical information through new technologies, analyzing
electronic databases, and informing the public about these
matters. It also entails timely dissemination of information
to the public regarding obstacles that impede the enhance-
ment of public welfare, as well as the right to digital devel-
opment. Conversely, the 2030 Agenda highlights gender
equality and women’s involvement in public life as issues
that require attention. Information law norms also mandate
that women have unrestricted access to technology and par-
ticipate in the exchange of information between the public
and private sectors without any form of discrimination.

The 2030 Agenda is committed to fostering industri-
alization and embracing a forward-thinking strategy. This
innovative and technological approach guarantees unre-
stricted Internet access and the unhindered utilization of
digital information. Simultaneously, the Sustainable De-
velopment Goal framework encompasses the provision
of inclusive and sustainable housing. It is inconceivable to
envision secure and stable cities and settlements without
the freedom to access information. Furthermore, the 2030
Agenda strives to cultivate a harmonious and all-encom-
passing society, ensuring justice for all and establishing
effective, accountable, and inclusive institutions at every
level. To achieve these objectives, the agenda emphasizes
the importance of public access to information, transpar-
ent governance, and the fight against corruption.

The notion of sustainable development in the con-
text of information law encompasses various aspects
such as the information society, the shift towards the
next phase of development, the knowledge society, and
the utilization of ICT for sustainable development. These
concepts can be comprehended through asceticism. The
realm of human rights, as a whole, provides a solid scien-
tific foundation for studying SDGs and the fundamentals
of sustainable development. Consequently, education in
this field can be structured to cover topics like the right
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to sustainable development and progress, social welfare
and sustainable development, environmental rights and
sustainable development, labor rights and sustainable
development, and so on.

Furthermore, the endeavors in the realms of educa-
tion, science, and innovation, which are encompassed
within the framework of the Sustainable Development
Goal, foster an environment that allows for a fresh out-
look on resolving and coordinating various matters with-
in the information society. It is imperative to recognize
that contemporary education is a dynamic process, and
thus, we must not perceive the education system as a
mere mechanism solely focused on imparting or acquir-
ing knowledge. The establishment of sustainable devel-
opment conditions in the field of media law necessitates
a collaborative approach involving both governmental
and non-governmental entities. In this sense, many Eu-
ropean universities offer different subjects and curricula
for studying SDGs [3, p. 1].

In our perspective, the educational process encom-
passes more than just the fulfillment of the right to ed-
ucation; it also involves the exchange of information.
From a human rights standpoint, the educational pro-
cess encompasses nearly all information rights and free-
doms. This is because during education, new ideas are
conveyed, ideas are critiqued, judgments are challenged,
scientific research is conducted, and new theories are for-
mulated, among other things. Simultaneously, education
is not solely about utopian concepts, but rather about
disseminating real and factual information to society, as
well as transmitting, transforming, and comprehending
that information. In this regard, the educational process
and the right to education fall within the purview of in-
formation law, representing a new level of utilizing infor-
mation rights. From another perspective, education is a
system that fosters the conditions for personal and social
development of individuals. This perspective highlights
the close relationship between the right to education and
the right to collective development. The inclusion of ed-
ucation as a distinct goal in the Sustainable Development
Goals further supports our viewpoint. Although educa-
tion is viewed in the 2030 Agenda not only as a subjec-
tive right but also as a prerequisite for sustainable devel-
opment, ultimately, education remains an information
exchange and advocacy mechanism that is crucial for all
SDGs. This is why education plays an exceptional role in
shaping a sustainable information society.

MEDIA LAW AND SUSTAINABILITY
OF INFORMATION SOCIETY

The concept of the information society holds significant
importance in the field of information law. The overall
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progress of the information society is closely tied to ad-
vancements in information and communication technol-
ogy, making the analysis of the Sustainable Development
Goals in this context a crucial matter. The information
society and the SDGs intersect in various aspects. Key
characteristics of the information society include the
growth of the non-manufacturing sector, the reliance
of the social and public sectors on information infra-
structure, and more. By comparing these features with
the core principles outlined in the 2030 Agenda for the
SDGs, we can identify several similarities. However, it
can be argued that the primary connection between the
information society and the international law on sustain-
able development lies in information security.

The protection of individual information or personal
data along with cyber security can be considered as fun-
damental human rights. If an individual has the right to
physical safety and security, it is only logical to extend
this right to the security of their personal information.
In terms of information security, there is also a collective
right to information security. This aligns with the mon-
itoring function of non-state mechanisms. While there
are numerous laws governing cybersecurity in various
countries, they are insufficient. Experts stress the impor-
tance of creating international agreements and global
governance to coordinate efforts in cyberspace. Many
international organizations have the responsibility of en-
suring information security, but the diverse forms of in-
formation flow hinder the achievement of this goal. Each
organization establishes its own information security
standards based on their activities. The lack of a unified
global information security strategy can be attributed to
the vast differences in local conditions across regions and
countries.

Different stages can be identified in the historical for-
mation and progression of societies worldwide. Initially,
societies took the form of primitive communities such as
tribes, clans, and other small associations, representing
a collective way of life. During this time, the exchange
of information among individuals occurred through ru-
dimentary methods. Subsequently, the development of
spoken and written language, culture, and the advent
of printing and electronic mechanisms complicated the
process of information exchange. Consequently, the
concept of the information society can be approached
both narrowly and broadly. In a broader sense, the in-
formation society has evolved from the initial stages of
information exchange among people to encompass arti-
ficial intelligence, digital rights, and other contemporary
advancements. This evolution spans thousands of years
of history. In a narrow context, the information society
can be defined by a distinct rise in the significance of in-
formation in recent decades, accompanied by the rapid
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advancement of information technology. The emergence
of the information society, seen as a new phase of devel-
opment both nationally and internationally, has given
rise to several crucial concerns. Consequently, the role
of information security and national security within this
concept has become one of the key challenges faced by
contemporary society. Numerous approaches to infor-
mation security have been proposed, with one potential
approach being the consideration of human rights. Hu-
man rights play a vital role in fostering an efficient infor-
mation society and should serve as the foundation for
information security. Moreover, a human rights-based
approach can also be applied to address cyber security
issues. Human rights have various implications for in-
formation security, and currently, the right to informa-
tion is recognized as a distinct area of law, allowing for
exploration of the relationship between human rights
and information security within this domain. Research-
ers and scientists have expressed the legal framework for
ensuring information security using different terms, such
as “information security”, “cyber security”, and “Internet
security”.

The concept of “digital security” encompasses a wid-
er scope that goes beyond just information security. It
involves ensuring the security of even the smallest digi-
tal details, including elements that are not typically con-
sidered as information. Security can be viewed as a sys-
tem of measures and opportunities aimed at protecting
something from potential threats. In the context of infor-
mation security, this means safeguarding all elements of
an information nature. The role of human rights in this
process is multifaceted, with many human rights being
intertwined with the flow of information that directly or
indirectly affects information security. Cybersecurity is-
sues also have a significant impact on human rights, par-
ticularly in terms of privacy, freedom of expression, and
the free flow of information. When it comes to informa-
tion, the emphasis should be on freedom of expression
and information. It is worth noting that information se-
curity breaches are not always considered human rights
violations, even though they can interfere with freedom
of thought and expression. However, we tend to focus on
interference in the information space and overlook the
relevant human rights. Freedom of expression and infor-
mation is not the only concept linking information secu-
rity to human rights.

Ensuring equal information security for everyone
encompasses the traditional principle of equality. Safe-
guarding personal information from external interfer-
ence can be viewed as a contemporary aspect of the right
to personal freedom and inviolability. The protection
against unlawful interference also encompasses the legal
safeguarding of information rights. The modern interpre-

tation of property rights by international organizations
may also encompass the ownership of websites and in-
formation products. Conversely, the right to enhance
information security, the right to engage in cultural activ-
ities, the right to foster creativity, and so forth can also be
linked to this concept. These instances demonstrate that
various human rights organizations embrace the notion
of information security from civil, political, social, and
cultural standpoints.

However, the human rights system encompasses
more than just information security. The digital land-
scape also presents opportunities for activities that in-
fringe upon information rights. These instances serve as
a clear indication that an excessive amount of freedom
in accessing information can lead to significant security
issues. It is important to acknowledge that encounter-
ing such difficulties is both inevitable and logical. This is
primarily due to the fact that, during the process of in-
tegration on a regional and global scale, the concept of
complete national information spaces can only be under-
stood relatively. This relativity is further compounded by
the vast and diverse nature of the information space itself.
The same holds true for the Internet, where individuals
can easily connect with organizations and citizens from
different countries. Consequently, certain countries uti-
lize platforms like Facebook and Instagram, which boast
a large number of social media and internet users. While
social media transcends geographical boundaries, it also
makes it challenging to identify and address various vio-
lations. The Internet plays a significant role in individual
development and contributes to the overall intellectual
growth of society. Therefore, it is crucial to not curtail in-
ternet freedom solely based on information security con-
cerns, but rather to establish appropriate control mech-
anisms. This notion of control and regulation should
encompass not only the rights applicable to the internet
during active usage, but also the rights that extend be-
yond the digital realm and into real life.

CONCLUDING REMARKS

In the era of economic globalization and digitalized world
the harmonization of the ideas of international sustainable
development law, UN SDGs and national media law reg-
ulations introduces a number of challenges. These chal-
lenges put obstables on the efficient realization of the
information rights requirements set out in the UN 2030
Agenda. International sustainable development law re-
quires a more complex type of integration and peaceful
co-existence of the world countries. One may claim that
the clashes between national political, economic and
social goals interests significantly minimzes the com-
prehensive implementation of the Sustainable Devel-

INFORMATION. STATE. HUMAN RIGHTS

13



opment Goals. As a result, rich and powerful countries
implements the SDGs more fruitfully, while poor coun-
tries performs more weakly due to the lack of needed
resources. Even more, there is a different understanding
of the concept of sustainable development between rich
and poor governments. Richer governments highlights
international law on sustainable development from the
angles of environmental sustainability, fight against cli-
mate change and better realization of soft investment
strategies with the help of big international business
companies — transnational corporations. On the other
side of the coin, poor and developing states pay more at-
tention to the nationalization of economies, better pro-
tection of human rights, digitalization frameworks and
information society. This difference of the theoretical
approaches harms the ideas of equality among regions.
We think that such a conclusion significantly increases
the importance and special weight of cooperation in the
area of media law, information law, human rights educa-
tion and research in addressing the difficulties associated
with the SDGs. The above-mentioned considerations let
us introduce new group of needs standing in front of sus-
tainability concept of media law:

a) to initiate a more complex and multidisciplinary
academic investigation in order to define the role
of media law rules for the better implementation
of the international legal principles of sustainable
development;

b) to attempt to produce a new and more detailed
guidelines for developing and poor countries on
their way to sustainable development achievements;

c) to introduce an updated program of actions
to reform the fragmentary and vogue nature
of international law norms on sustainable
development;

d) to elaborate the system of information rights
and freedoms linking them with the sustainable
development goals;

e) to elaborate the system of obligations and duties of
state and non-state actors in terms of transparency
of information databases, good governance
of information society and media law actors as well;

f) to introduce new legal techniques to developing
and poor countries for renewing their legal system,
since the traditional approach of vast majority
of legal system to international sustainable
development law leaces minor space to hope
a bright future;

g) to re-arrange again education programs relevant
to the role of mass media in the realization of
sustainable development strategies.

It should be mentioned that in the implementation
of the SDGs, along with traditional entities such as the
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state and international organizations, civil society orga-
nizations, especially scientific institutions, have serious
responsibilities [4, p. 64] Media law actors are mostly
private sector participants and the private sector obliga-
tions are usually more economic in nature. Yet, new look
to the international law of sustainable development de-
mands the mix of obligations for the better realization of
information rights and freedoms.

As it is for the other development programs, the UN
2030 Agenda and the overal principles of the interna-
tional law on sustainable development can only be real-
ized if knowledge and technology are shared effectively
[2, p. 266] Therefore, international law on sustainable
development and its media law links should be studied
within individual academic programs and cources at the
bachelor, master and doctoral levels of education. We
think that the inclusion of relevant subjects and master
education curriculum may be established at the academ-
icinstitutions of the Republic of Azerbaijan too. The new
academic approach to the international sustainable de-
velopment law is quite useful for a number of legal areas.
Thus, separate topics on UN SDGs are of criminal law,
civil law, constitutional law, business law, tax law nature.
Yet, we consider human rights, information law and me-
dia law as the most relevant areas for the legal analysis
of the SDGs as these areas may apply a Human Rights-
Based Approach.
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